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About 80% of home floods occur in the basement. To prevent flooded basements, homeowners 

usually install a sump pump. A sump pump is a type of pump used to take away water from the 

sump pit, which is a hole in the basement, by pumping the water away to the sump area. The 

sump area is where the water removed from the basement will be pumped out. For water removal 

tasks in the basement and other parts of the house, the use of a sump pump is the easiest way to 

do it.  

 

Water removal, especially in the basement, is a common concern of many homeowners. We 

don't want the occurrence of flooded basements from time to time. Thus, you should consider 

installing a sump pump in your house. Before installing your sump pump, it is important that you 

determine first where your sump area will be. You may consult your building engineer to help 

you with your plan. To prevent flooding and ensure automatic water removal in other parts of the 

house, you may also consider installing multiple sump pumps. You may opt to choose several 

small pumps instead of one huge one. 

 

Nowadays, there are a number of different types and models of sump pumps used for water 

removal that you can choose from. However, the more common models operate using a "float" 

device akin to one found in a toilet tank. The device activates the pump when the water is at a 

certain level. Upon reaching a previously set "low" level, the unit automatically turns off. Built 

as such, the pump will operate only as needed. But for water removal tasks involving larger 

flows as in a flooded basement, the sump pump continually operates. But whatever type of sump 

pump you use, make sure that it has a check valve that will prevent the backflow of water to your 

house. This backflow valve should also be checked from time to time to ensure that it is working. 

 

Some models have a filtering system that is added to its basic features. This is especially useful 

for those who are in flood-prone areas and may encounter dirty floodwater from time to time. In 

choosing a sump pump for water removal, it is also suggested that you consider one with an 

excess capacity than your current need. You never will know the volume of water that might 

need to be removed in the future. 

 

Another kind of sump pump is the water-powered sump pump. This kind of sump pump 

facilitates water removal through a valve connected to the municipal water supply. As water 

flows through the main, it is suctioned out from the sump and into the discharge pipe. 

 

There are also sump pumps that are powered by a battery or a generator. These are generally 

used as back-ups in cases of power outages or main pump failures. 

 

Sump pumps are a wise investment especially when you live in a flood-prone area and would 

always be in need of water removal. 
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